Dear Casper Classical Academy Students and Parents:

Here we are at the end of July already, and we can hardly believe it is almost time for school to start in a few weeks.  We hope this finds you all enjoying the summer.  Our school has officially moved into the new building, and things are starting to be unpacked.  We know you have many questions, so we’re writing in an attempt to fill you in on some of that information.  
· School, now located at 900 S. Beverly in the Frontier Middle School building, will start on August 18th at 7:45 am (the first bell for students to go to their lockers will be at 7:40 am), and the day will end at 2:45 pm. There will be breakfast available to those who are interested in the cafeteria every morning starting at approximately 7:25 am.  
· Our school will occupy half of the 1st floor and all of the 3rd floor.  There will be one main office and everyone will be able to help you within that space.  Betsy Hof is still our Office Manager, and Debbi Shutts will still call on attendance.  We will continue to have our main phone line of 253-3160.  
· 6th grade classes will all be held on the 1st floor, while 7th, 8th, and 9th grade classes will be held mostly on the 3rd floor.  There are a few sections of 7th and 8th grade classes that will be held on the 1st floor.  All Fine and Performing Arts classes will be held in the North Wing, and of course all PE classes will be held in the gymnasium. 
· Schedules can be picked up August 9th-13th from the main office from 7:15 am-3:45 pm.  It will be helpful for the students to travel to each classroom just to get a feel for the time needed to get to each class and where it is located.  Backpacks are not allowed from class to class, and passing periods are still only 3 minutes long (however the first few weeks, they may…see below for lockers section).  For a month or so, new students will be allowed a tardy “grace period” to allot for time getting used to these transitions.  We also recognize that some classes may be traveling from one floor to the other, and teachers will be aware of that in the event that they need more than the 3 minutes to pass between classes.
· Bus service will be available before and after school, and students will be dropped off on the south side of the building.  We do not currently know what that bus schedule will be; please look for information about it in the Casper Star Tribune in August.  
· Another letter will be sent in August addressing the student pick up and drop off protocol for our new surroundings. 
· Let’s talk lockers.  We knew that not everything in our new move will go as planned, and the lockers were definitely a part that didn’t happen exactly on time.  The new lockers will not be shipped to our building until August 17th.  This means that they likely won’t get installed until about two weeks AFTER school has started.  The contractors have assured me that they will get in and get them installed as soon as the lockers arrive.  

For the first few weeks of school, students will likely be using the cubby cupboards in the classrooms to hold their belongings that they need to store. Students will not be able to “load” their lockers before school starts like they’ve done in the past.  In fact, we would appreciate it if students didn’t bring their notebooks and such until after they’ve been through the first days of school with their teachers so that their teachers can tell them the bare minimum that they will need until the lockers arrive.  Just a small hiccup that I know our staff and students will deal with wonderfully.  

The brand new lockers are smaller than the ones we had at our old building.  They are about 3 ft high each and 15 in wide.  Students will need to be diligent about keeping their locker cleaned and clutter free, especially during the wintertime.  Stuffing a backpack, winter coat and all of your schoolwork into these lockers can be tricky.  Some helpful general locker tips: 1)make sure all unnecessary items are taken home, 2)there are shelving units made just for lockers and are available for free in the office on a first come first serve basis (around 50), and 3) DO NOT tell anyone your combination.  We have had some students tell their friends their combinations and things did get stolen.      

· Included is your school supply list.  Getting your items and getting organized is the key to successfully getting to class on time and making sure all work is in its proper place.  When your student picks up their schedule they can purchase their 2010-2011 school planner (required of all students) for $5.00 in the office.  We also have some recycled three ring binders that students may have in the office for free.  They are available on a first come first serve basis.  Just come to the office starting August 2nd and we can set you up with binders.

· Every parent/guardian and student that is NEW to CCA is required to attend an hour-long Orientation session put on by our Governing Council before school starts.  We find that it is best if the student and at least one parent/guardian attend.  Please mark your calendar for EITHER Thursday, August 12th or Monday, August 16th at 7:00 pm in our cafeteria.  If you are not able to attend, you will need to make special arrangements with one of the following Governing Council members: 
Pat or DeAnne Burgen     dburgen@cityofcasperwy.com
Clyde or Kathy Edwards    clyde_edwards@ymail.com
Genee Eggleston    genee_eggleston@natronaschools.org

Tonja Funch    tfunch@whninc.org
Randy Hall    rhall@alluretech.net
Jackie O’Briant    jackie_o’briant@natronaschools.org

Brenda Schubert    brenda413@bresnan.net
Kent Smith    Kent.Smith@ic.fbi.gov
Lynette Soehn    lsoehn@q.com
Laura Stirewalt    howmarvelousphoto@hotmail.com
Nicole Ziehl    zfamilyz@gmail.com
We know that there will be many new things our school will be encountering with our new building.  Patience, flexibility and understanding will be key to our success as we figure it all out.  Having rooms for all of our teachers will make for such a better learning environment for all of our students.  This is ultimately a great change for our school!

Our school and Governing Council will be using the email message system to communicate to parents through the Infinite Campus system again this year.  Many of our communications home will be done through email.  It is very important that we have a valid email address on file for you.  Please make sure that you have let the office know of your email address for future communications.
Please put our Back to School Night on your calendar-we’d love to have you here to celebrate, visit the new building and meet other parents of CCA students: August 19th starting at 6:30 pm in the cafeteria. 

Someone will occasionally be in the office checking messages from now through August 2nd.  Someone will return full time to the office August 2nd if you have any questions. 

We’re very excited to begin another great school year.  Enjoy the rest of your summer, and we’ll see you soon!

Sincerely,

Marie Puryear

Principal

