
Minutes to be approved 7/17/08

June 18, 2008
DIVERSITY TASK FORCE MEETING
MINUTES

Meeting called to order: 4:23 p.m.

Members present:  Jennifer Schultes, Mel Hamilton, Debbie Mueller, Debi Wheeler, Clifford Elhart, Crystal Mueller, Frank Mello, Mark Mathern

Others present: William Pierce 

Minutes read for meeting: May 7, 2008. Approved. 

Financial report:  None given

Committee Reports:  None given. Mel will give a report at the next meeting. 
    Policies: 

    Training: 

    Programs: 

Announcements: Jennifer, Mel, Debi Wheeler and Crystal told the group they leave for the diversity conference in Georgia on the 22nd. 



    Mel introduced Rev. William Pierce, who is trying to educate children about Juneteenth, the celebration of the abolishment of slavery in Texas. Mel also told the group the task force paid for advertisement of the county’s Juneteenth picnic celebration (which was June 21). William was asked to join the task force. He said he would like to continue receiving information, but because the task force supports homosexuality, at this time he cannot join. 
New Business:  


Meeting dates: The group set its next two meeting dates: July 17 (4:15 p.m., OD-C) and Aug. 8 (noon, OD-C). At the August meeting, the group will set it’s fall semester meeting dates.


Juneteenth: William explained what Juneteenth is to the group. He presented the task force with a certificate of appreciation for the work it’s done in getting the word out. William hopes to have a press conference in the fall about the book and hopes the task force can help fund the purchasing of books for the county libraries and elementary schools in the state that do not yet have a copy. Crystal explained how Carla Howard, with Library Services, found that 196 locations in the state do not have copies. William has 120 on-hand, which leaves 76 that need to be purchased. They come in cases of 40. Two cases would cost $1,600. Mel said the task force can’t pay for the books, and it was suggested that perhaps the F.R.E.D. program could. Crystal will talk to Kelly Eastes. Jennifer will design stickers to be put in the books noting who the funding came from. Carla hopes to get the books soon, so her staff can begin packaging them for the library conference in October. A mock dedication will be held Oct. 2 and the group decided it would be best if William spoke. Carla thought it best that the books be given at registration. William wants more education about black history. Jennifer will look into finding curriculum and possibly a movie to go along with the book for the classroom. Crystal suggested we might bring the author/publisher to Casper in February (black history month). 
Old Business:  


Back to School Bash: Jennifer will have the three charts made into posters for the group’s booth (the task force agreed on the charts at the April 24 meeting). The group discussed more ideas. Jennifer will ask Joan Kingsolver if there is any way to round up her drum circle kids for a performance. If not for this year, maybe for next. Mel called John to ask if he knew if anyone from the reservation would be willing to come. John said he would look into it this coming week. One member mentioned that Casper College makes ethnic cookies. Mel said he will contact Janet DeVries and Mrs. Kambuto. At one time the group talked about handing out harassment cards (who you can call if you feel you’re being harassed), but some thought this might be too negative. DTF brochures will be handed out. Will do drawings for prizes (backpacks, etc.). Gayle found a grant that might be able to help fund the group’s booth: offered by the Wyoming Arts Council that would provide funds to bring in cultural artists. She cited www.WyomingArtsCouncil.org for more information. Mel asks that Gayle look into this grant. The group has had a lot of ideas over the past several weeks and will finalize its ideas for the Bash booth at the next meeting. 


Character ed grant (for possible funding of a diversity coordinator position): Gayle was absent from this meeting, but left some notes with Jennifer. She looked into the character ed grant the writer in Utah found and said she didn’t feel it would serve the task force’s purpose. She said it focused on special needs. She found another one that might work: a grant under the Department of Education, Office of School Support and Technology Programs CFDA #8400.4D. It is under the topics of civil rights and provides for an equality assistance center. She listed the following URL for more information: http://www.ed.gov/news/fedregister/announce/index.html. Jennifer told the group she looked for information on the site but was unable to find any. Mel asks that Gayle look into this grant. 


Diversity coordinator position: Mel will visit with Joel, our new superintendent, about the position. Clifford suggested he take with him Crystal and Steve Hopkins.

Misc: Mel asked Jennifer to add Angela Hensley in the Title I/III office to our mailing list. He also asked Jennifer to invite Arlene Steward to get involved. Mark mentioned an article he came across on cultural equality. He said he will get a copy to Jennifer. He asked if one of our purposes should be looking at our data from a cultural perspective.
Proposed agenda items for next meeting: 

· Back to School Bash

· Georgia diversity conference report

Motion for adjournment: Made by Mel.

Meeting adjourned: 6 p.m. 

Next meeting: Thursday, July 17, 2008, 4:15 p.m., OD-C.

Minutes submitted by:  Jennifer Schultes, Secretary


