
Minutes to be approved 9/10/08

Aug. 8, 2008
DIVERSITY TASK FORCE MEETING
MINUTES

Meeting called to order: 12:06 p.m.
Members present: Jennifer Schultes, Gayle Eastridge-Revere, Frank Mello, Tammy Pacheco- Bahr, Crystal Mueller, Mark Mathern, Joel Dvorak, Mel Hamilton, Doreen McGlade, Clifford Elhart

Others present: Joel Dvorak, Robyn Perkins
Minutes read for meeting: July 17, 2008
Financial report: None given
Committee Reports: None given
    Policies: 

    Training: 

    Programs: 

Announcements: This will be Tammy’s last meeting, as she is moving. Robyn Perkins, administrative specialist in NCSD Human Resources, will be joining our group. Welcome
New Business:

Potential goal topics for 2008-09 school year: 1) Expand the capacity of the Diversity Task Force to provide a systemic presence in the Natrona County School District (through securing a grant to fund the diversity coordinator position). 2) Develop partnerships with other equity-oriented groups. 3) Expand the horizons of students and adults to prepare for success in a diverse world (through activities such as MLK Day, NCSD Champions Program, Challenge Day, the Special Olympics, the Very Special Arts Festival, the NCSD F.R.E.D. Program, state holidays, etc.). 4) Support and lead efforts to increase equity-oriented groups, both for students and adults. 


Regarding diversity training, Doreen asked if it could be included in mandatory staff training. Joel said it fits under the new goals of the board. Robyn asked if we’ve ever thought about inviting students to our group. 
Old Business:


Grant: Gayle doesn’t have any additional information about the grant she found to possibly fund the diversity coordinator position. Mark will talk about it with Todd in Utah. Gayle suggested we possibly connect with the Family Resource Center to set up diversity centers around town, should this grant go through. 


Member’s commitment to DTF: Jennifer currently has a list of 27 task force members, although only a handful ever show up to meetings. Mel encouraged everyone to make an effort to come to meetings and stay committed to the group. Jennifer cited her concern about how the task force missed a great opportunity in the Back to School Bash. Mel said it has been a long time since the superintendent joined our meetings, and thanked Joel for coming (Jennifer will add Michelle Wallace-Frank, his secretary, to her mailing list so he can possibly attend more). Mark asked if it’s time we rethink our goals and if we should look into other community groups’ diversity efforts (such as Casper College).
Proposed agenda items for next meeting:

· Set meeting schedule for 2008-09 school year (no Thursdays, no mid-day meetings)

· Gayle will look into scheduling meetings at schools and she will also invite kids to join the team. 
· Revisit proposed goals

Motion for adjournment: Made by Mel
Meeting adjourned: 1:30
Next meeting: Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2008, 4:15 p.m., Central Services Facility OD-C
Minutes submitted by:  Jennifer Schultes, Secretary


