
Minutes to be approved Feb. 19, 2009

January 15, 2009
DIVERSITY TASK FORCE MEETING
MINUTES

Meeting called to order: 3:40 p.m.

Members present: Jennifer Schultes, Doreen McGlade, Anna Fiorini, Chantelle Revere, Gayle Eastridge-Revere, Clifford Elhart, Mikala Revere, Debi Wheeler, Mel Hamilton, Holly Perkins, Robyn Perkins, Crystal Mueller

Minutes read for meeting: Nov. 13, 2008, Approved

Financial report: None given

Committee Reports: None given
    Policies: 

    Training: 

    Programs: 

Announcements: The Diversity Task Force welcomed two new members: Kelsey Steed, student at Frontier Middle School, and Shawan Wiggins, fifth-grade teacher at Mountain View Elementary. 

The group unanimously voted for Gayle Eastridge-Revere to appointed as DTF Vice-Chairman. The executive committee is now as follows: Mel Hamilton, chairman. Gayle Eastridge-Revere, vice-chairman. Jennifer Schultes, secretary. 

A celebration in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, put on by the NAACP, will begin at 11 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 19, followed by a march at Casper City Park, at the corner of 7th and Center streets, to First Methodist Church (across from the library). A program will begin at 11:30 a.m. at the church, including speeches from NAACP members. There will be gospel music, and a non-typical luncheon will be held: guests will draw random tickets and will be assigned to either a high-, middle- or low-class meal. (Jennifer has forwarded a more detailed e-mail about this to members.) 
New Business:

Old Business: 

Trainings - Gayle needs Mel to do a training for the Champions group. Several mentors and mentees have physical and/or mental disabilities, and there have been some things said. Mel will work with Gayle on figuring out a date/time. 

NEA workshop – Doreen told the group about the Feb. 6 & 7 NEA workshop: Culture, Abilities, Resilience and Effort (C.A.R.E.). The workshop is intended for adults who work with students, although it is open to everyone. The Feb. 6 training will go from 4 to 8 p.m., and the Feb. 7 training will go from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. It will be presented by Denise A. Alston, Ph.D., who serves as senior policy analyst for NEA Human and Civil Rights. Contact Doreen at 259-5178 for more information.

Targeting schools/hosting DTF meetings in schools – The group discussed how it would be nice, and perhaps entice more staff, if the trainings could be used toward professional development. Doreen explained that this would require a syllabus and some work to get approved. 
Survey that went to staff and students at NCHS – The survey that was sent to staff and students of Natrona County High School after our meeting there in November, had only 14 responses, out of a school with more than a hundred staff and a four-digit student body. 

Doreen has heard that no one wants to take a survey, because there are so many going around. 

Holly and Anna suggested sending the survey to school-specific groups, such as TROY at KW, and making it be mandatory within those groups. Holly also suggested sending the survey to Star Lane, as it has representation from each of the high schools, and the students are used to making presentations and speaking out. Doreen said she could send the survey to NCEA members in schools, as sometimes her backing something seems to help. 

The group discussed that the DTF was created with kids in mind, and so Jennifer will resend the survey, with the same questions, to the students at all four high schools. 

If the survey goes to both faculty and staff again, there should be a question that asks if the person taking it is a staff member or student. 

Improving task force/getting things done – 

Gayle suggested assigning members with specific tasks. 

Members of the group agreed that committees should be formed. 

Jennifer will send an e-mail to current members asking for recommitment. 

We will target Kelly Walsh, Star Lane and Frontier, as those schools have student representatives on the Task Force. 

The DTF should be aware of groups that exist in schools, such as TROY, key clubs, etc., that work to fight stereotypes, etc, and we should work with them. We should support and teach kids how to take a stand. 

The DTF will continue to meet on the third Thursday of each month. The executive committee will meet more regularly, to discuss issues and get the task force organized. 

Mel will meet with our student members, on the Thursdays the Task Force does not meet, to train them about how to deal with issues at their respective schools. The hope is then that this information would trickle to their peers through them. This group will meet at 3:30 in Gayle’s Champions Office, room 140 at Frontier Middle School. 

Jennifer will e-mail Marie Puryear to cancel the Feb. 19 meeting at Casper Classical Academy, as the group feels it should meet again together to figure things out among ourselves before going to another school. We need to figure out how to get people from the schools to come (remembering how no one from NCHS joined our discussion). 

Mel will follow up with Mark Mathern to see if he has ever talked to the grant writer in Utah (regarding the Diversity Coordinator position). 

It was suggested that every member invite one other person, within our circle of influence, to join the task force.  
Proposed agenda items for next meeting:

· None made
Motion for adjournment: Made by Mel
Meeting adjourned: 5 p.m. 
Next meeting: Thursday, Feb. 19, CSF OD-A.
Minutes submitted by:  Jennifer Schultes, Secretary


