
Minutes to be approved 12/11/08

November 13, 2008
DIVERSITY TASK FORCE MEETING
MINUTES

Meeting called to order: 4:35 p.m. 

Members present: Jennifer Schultes, Mikala Revere, Mel Hamilton, Chantelle Revere, Gayle Eastridge-Revere, Holly Perkins, Robyn Perkins, Clifford Elhart, John Holbrook, Crystal Mueller

Minutes read for meeting: Oct. 10, 2008; approved

Financial report: None given

Committee Reports: None given
    Policies: 

    Training: 

    Programs: 

Announcements: Erica Saunders, a student at Frontier Middle School, was welcomed to the task force. Thank you for joining, Erica! Welcome!


This was the task force’s first meeting at a school. We greatly appreciate Dean Kelly’s invitation to host a meeting at Natrona County High School.


Crystal asked that Steve Adams be added to the task force’s mailing list. 
New Business: Despite advertisement, no NCHS students or staff showed up. The group questioned why: Is there complete tolerance/acceptance at the school? Are people afraid to come be heard? Jennifer will create a survey on Surveymonkey.com, which will be e-mailed to the school’s staff and students after our meetings. The survey will ask questions such as: What does (school) currently have in place for training for diversity awareness? What are (school’s) needs in regard to training/increasing diversity awareness? Do you feel there is acceptance of people of all kinds (i.e., those of different race, gender, sexual orientation and physical/mental disabilities) at (school)? Jennifer will draft the questions and double check with Assessment & Research to make sure they are worded correctly.



Mel passed out a cultural pursuit game, which he said is the first activity of diversity trainings. He asked the group questions like “Who has had their name mispronounced?” “Who knows what ‘nisel’ means? “Who has been misunderstood by a person from a different culture?” etc. This ignited conversations about group members’ cultures, stereotypes they’ve experienced, etc. 


Mel asked if anyone in the group knows of a Native American historian, who could give some history about their struggle and inclusion into America’s ways, both to the task force and the community. John, Jennifer and Gayle will ask people they know. 


Jennifer told the group about an upcoming opportunity helping Seton House with a puppet show focusing on diversity. Elizabeth Restad, Seton House volunteer coordinator, had told Jennifer and Mel in a separate meeting that she’d appreciate help from our members in writing the script, designing/building the set, producing, etc. Task force members agreed it would be interested to help. Jennifer will keep the group updated. 
Old Business: None discussed
Proposed agenda items for next meeting:

· None given

Motion for adjournment: Made by Mel
Meeting adjourned: 4:55 p.m.
Next meeting: Thursday, Dec. 11, 3:30 p.m., at Casper Classical Academy, 920 S. Beverly
Minutes submitted by:  Jennifer Schultes, Secretary


