
YES

NO Do nothing

 If first time finding nits 
confirm recent tx (within7-
10days).  Advise to comb out 
nits & monitor for live lice.

Live Lice

Check 
Classroom/Check 
Siblings
If > 25% live lice,  
(4 in class of 17) 
note goes home in 
weekly 
newsletter/folder.**

No 
Nits

Contact Parent
To take home and treat with 
lice shampoo & educate.*
Encourage to remove as 
many nits as possible. 
Document on Head Check 
Follow-up form.***

Return to school with 
proof of treatment 
(empty bottle or receipt) 
and relatively few nits. 

*Send home CDC Treating Head Lice handout. 
**Elementary schools: check classroom and send home in next parent 
newsletter, Notification of Head Lice in the School Setting if>25%.
***Document on Head Check Follow-up form positive cases.
Secondary schools, check close contacts as needed.

NCSD Head Lice Guidelines

Nits 
Discovered



Chronic Recurrent Head Lice

If more than THREE times of documented treatment within 
three months, refer to doctor for possible resistant case.
They must remove most if not all nits before they can 
return to school. 
Return to school AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

If more than four times, refer to DFS for follow-up of Low 
Level Neglect, home environment and excessive absences. 


